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1s The Conmmuniste in Aleppo were completely unprepared for the recent riots 
there, and had virtually no part in than. Members of the Party had been 
swaiting instructions from Damascus for starting large-scale demonstrations. 
and these instructions were to have been received by the Aleppo Commmists 
by 3 Decesber, but they were never received. As a result, the popular 
detlonstrations proved to be one of the mst disruptive oceurrences in the 
history of the Syrian Commnist Party. The Communists had been relying 
on their own demonstrations as an all-out effort to seise control, but 
thelr knowledge of current affairs was so limited, their plans so badly 
nade, and thelr coordination with Danascus so ineffective that they were 25X1X6 
wmable to gain control of the popular riots when they did start. 


20 ‘the Commnists have been organizing little commando 
aps northern Syria end that the Commmist Party considers 
its military intelligence coverage of that area "theoretically complete," 25X1X6 
lacking only such support as the Soviets would give in the event of a 
war to make it actualiy complete, _ eee fas ao 2 


3o northern Syria would be primarily a Turkish 
aty In any war against the Soviet Union, as the Turiish Govern ot 
could not depend upon the Syria Suretée for any support in arresting’ 
Commnista, suspect stay-behind personnel, sabotage organizers, obec, 
since earlier atteapts by the Tarks to arrange some fort of program of 
collaboration on such matters with the Syrian Surate had failed. 
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